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Research Achievements

Dr. Zhao Jun has been awarded MTR 
Research Funding Scheme 2023

(more)

Prof. Zhang Jianhua and Prof. Xia 
Yiji have been awarded Hong Kong 

Scholar Program 2023 (more)

Professor Zhang Jianhua once again listed 
on “Best Plant Science and Agronomy Sci-
entists” (more)

Dr. Liao Pan has been awarded Na-
tional Natural Science Foundation 
of China (NSFC)/Research Grants 
Council (RGC) Joint Research 
Scheme (JRS) 2023/24 (more)

https://research.hkbu.edu.hk/news/dr-zhao-jun-awarded-mtr-research-funding-scheme-2023
https://research.hkbu.edu.hk/news/hkbu-researchers-awarded-the-national-natural-science-foundation-of-china-nsfc-research-grants-council-rgc-joint-research-scheme-jrs-2023-24


New Academic Staff, Academic Year 2023-24

PROF. LI, Jianming, STEM Professor

Prof. Li serves as the STEM Professor in the Department of 
Biology at Hong Kong Baptist University currently. He 
obtained his BSc degree in biochemistry from Nanjing 
University in 1984 and his PhD degree in molecular biology 
from University of Virginia in 1995. He spent 25 years of his 
independent academic career in the Department of Molecular, 
Cellular, and Developmental Biology at University of 
Michigan. Prof. Jianming Li is a ground-breaking researcher 
in the study of plant steroid hormones and was credited for 
providing the first genetic evidence of steroids being 
essential plant hormones and for discovering not only the 
plant steroid receptor but also its co-receptor and a key 
cytosolic component of the plant steroid signaling pathway. 
Prof. Li also pioneered using Arabidopsis thaliana, a small 
flowering plant, as a convenient genetic model system to 
investigate the eukaryotic protein quality control systems, 
which are known to be associated with many 
protein-misfolding human diseases such as Parkinson’s and 
Alzheimer’s disease.

DR. Lee Chi Wai, Associate Professor

Dr. Lee is currently an Associate Professor in the 
Department of Biology and an Honorary Associate 
Professor in Golden Meditech Centre for 
NeuroRegeneration Sciences at Hong Kong Baptist 
University (HKBU).  Dr. Lee received his B.Sc. and Ph.D. 
degrees at the Hong Kong University of Science and 
Technology.  With the support of the Croucher Foundation 
Fellowship, Dr. Lee performed postdoctoral research in the 
United States at Rutgers University and Emory University, 
where his work focused on actin dynamics and receptor 
trafficking in neurons and neuromuscular junctions.  Prior 
to joining HKBU, Dr. Lee served as the Principal 
Investigator of the Laboratory of Neuronal Development 
and Disease at the National University of Singapore and 
later at the University of Hong Kong.  The research interest 
of his laboratory focuses on the signal transduction and 
cytoskeletal mechanisms underlying neuronal and 
neuromuscular synapse development, disease, and 
regeneration.



New Academic Staff, Academic Year 2023-24

DR. Bi Yang, Assistant Professor

Dr. Bi is currently an assistant professor in the Department of 
Biology at Hong Kong Baptist University. He received his Ph.D. 
in Biology from Stanford University under the supervision of Dr. 
Zhiyong Wang and continued to work with Dr. Wang at the 
Carnegie Institution for Science for his postdoctoral research. 
He uses a combination of molecular, genetic, biochemical, and 
proteomic approaches to study signal transduction in plants. 
His current research focuses on nutrient signaling and 
proteomics.

DR. Li Baiying,  Assistant Professor

Dr. LI is currently an assistant professor of the Department of 
Biology at the Hong Kong Baptist University. She received her 
B.Sc and Ph.D. from the Chinese University of Hong Kong 
(CUHK), Hong Kong, with Ph.D. and postdoctoral training in Cell 
and Molecular Biology in Choh-Ming Li Professor JIANG 
Liwen’s Plant Cell Biology team from the School of Life 
Sciences in CUHK. Dr. Li's research interest include plant cell 
biology, in vitro reconstitution, protein trafficking, organelle 
biogenesis, plant autophagy and stress responses.

DR. Yang Zhu,  Assistant Professor

Dr. Yang serves as an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Biology at Hong Kong Baptist University currently. He received his 
Ph.D. from the Department of Physics at Hong Kong Baptist 
University and subsequently pursued postdoctoral research in the 
Division of Life Science at the Hong Kong University of Science and 
Technology. Specializing in proteomics, metabolomics, and 
computational biology, Dr. Yang is dedicated to advancing 
integrative multi-omics and systems biology. His research primarily 
focuses on employing these interdisciplinary methods to decipher 
complex biological regulations and cellular responses to diverse 



So Wing Yin Tina,
ESG Manager , Environmental, Social & Governance, Hand 
Seng Bank  

Past Events

2023 Mar
Career Talk cum Student Gathering 

2023 May
The 64th Commencement

2023 July
The Science Festival 2023

2023 July
Visit by the Future Technology 
department, China Agricultural 

University

2023 Feb
Community Outreach: Farming for Charity

More activities...

https://biol.hkbu.edu.hk/news/news/


Research Achievements

SEVEN colleagues have been awarded General Research Fund 
(more)

https://biol.hkbu.edu.hk/news/news_detail/109/?back=%2Fnews%2Fnews%2F


Research Spotlight

Hong Kong Maritime Museum features New Coral Species 
discovered by Professor Qiu Jianwen’s Team (more)

Led by Professor Qiu Jianwen, the research 
team discovers new box jellyfish species in

Hong Kong (more)

Professor Zhang Jianhua and his research 
team have discovered that GRAS genes in 
white lupin play a role in promoting root growth 
   (more)

Professor Zhao Zhongying & Dr. Jeffery Xie 
Dongying identified multiple hybrid incom-
patibility (HI) loci, but the suppressed HR 
between the two prevented them from iden-
tifying the specific genes causing the 
observed HI phenotypes. (more)

Dr. Cheung, Allen Ka Loon collaborated with 
the Center for Medical Innovation, Nagasaki 
University to establish a tumour mouse model 
that mimics the real-life scenario of mesotheli-
 (more)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ilXyqohHq4
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=731475322322041&set=a.426715329464710
https://www.sci.hkbu.edu.hk/research-spotlight/702?lang=cn
https://www.sci.hkbu.edu.hk/research-spotlight/787?lang=zh
https://www.sci.hkbu.edu.hk/research-spotlight/797?lang=en


Research Spotlight

In a joint study with Purdue University, Dr Liao 
Pan has uncovered how metabolic engineering 
can alter the release of volatile organic com-
pounds (VOCs) from plants and how to devise a 
novel strategy to decrease their unfavourable 
odour.  (more)

A research team co-led by Dr Nirakar Pradhan 
uncovers How Zero-valent Iron Nanoparticles 
Boost Hydrogen Production from Kitchen Waste

(more)

Dr Zhao Jun uncovers the Power of Clay Cata-
lysts for Converting Mixed Plastic Waste into 
Fuel and Energy (more)

Dr Zhao Jun conducted a research study fo-
cusing on the investigation and optimization 
the development strategy of using mag-
nesium oxide biochar catalyst for the 
isomerization of glucose to fructose, with a 
specific focus on the impact of synthesis 
methods on the catalyst's stability (more)

https://www.hkbu.edu.hk/en/whats-new/discover-hkbu/2023/jul-2023/making-sense-of-the-floral-scent-of-petunias.html?fbclid=IwAR17sFyG-Mewxj0gtiZVl9bp_hfEPSxxRwb2n_SEJqt1CXN1-tLD3TbSV0k
https://www.sci.hkbu.edu.hk/research-spotlight/703?lang=en
https://www.sci.hkbu.edu.hk/research-spotlight/798?lang=en
https://www.sci.hkbu.edu.hk/research-spotlight/784?lang=en


Department and Programmes Highlights

Our department are recruiting PhD students to join our research team. PhD research 
degrees are an integral part of our academic ethos, where students are required to 
conduct independent research projects under the supervision of one or more of the de-
partment’s faculty members, with the relevant expertise. (more)

This year, more than 60 internship opportunities were offered for our students majoring 
in Bioresource and Agricultural Science, Environmental Science and Biotechnology. This 
programme provides students with valuable opportunities to experience different 
working environments and career prospects in related fields and most important is to

acquire different essential techniques and professional skills.(more)

https://biol.hkbu.edu.hk/postgraduate_programmes/research_postgraduate/
https://biol.hkbu.edu.hk/undergraduate_programmes/student_experiences/1/


Alumni and Student Sharing

So Wing Yin Tina,
ESG Manager , Environmental, Social & Governance,
Hang Seng Bank

Ms. WANG Ke - Alumni of Master of Science (MSc) in 
Environmental and Public Health Management

Career Status before studying EPHM: Quality 
Officer in a Pharmaceutical Company
Current Career status: EPI, Environmental 
Protection Department,  HKSAR Government
I appreciate that EPHM provides various subjects 
that allow me to learn in different categories. The 
program offered me the chance to get more insight 
into current environmental issues and provided me 
with a deep understanding of the environmental 
policy in Hong Kong…(more sharing)

(more sharing)

https://ephm.hkbu.edu.hk/en/alumni-sharing.html
https://ephm.hkbu.edu.hk/en/alumni-sharing.html


Update your informtation
  Update Your Information

  Share Your News

By signing up to our alumni network, you will receive alumni relations email 
communications, news and event invitations from the Department.

Stay in touch and please update your details HERE

Share Your Precious Moments of Life and Send Us a Class Note…

Fill in an online form to update us your successful stories, happy moments (from 
engagement, marriage or new baby, to a new business or career move), or recent 
activities. We will send you a special gift!

 

The Department endeavours to establish a strong connection with alumni and enhance 
the competitive edge of HKBU students. We are eager to provide students with internship 
positions at renowned corporations located in Hong Kong and the region.

Alumni are now invited to offer internship positions to Year two students studying BSc 
(Hons) Bioresource and Agricultural Science (BAS), BSc (Hons) Applied Biology (BAB) or 
MSc in Environmental and Public Health Management. If you are interested, please 
contact Dr. Veronica Chan (veronica_chan@hkbu.edu.hk).

INVITATIONS TO OFFER SUMMER INTERNSHIP 
FOR OUR STUDENTS

  Department updates

You are invited to subscribe or follow our social medie for our latest updates!

www.biol.edu.hk biol@hkbu.edu.hk 

HKBU Biology 香港浸會大學生物系

mailto:veronica_chan@hkbu.edu.hk
http://www.biol.edu.hk
mailto:biol@hkbu.edu.hk
https://aao.hkbu.edu.hk/en/alumni_online_data_update/index.php
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=IKmc7T5UBUOaZNYjlxbvu4qUconkXPBBtycNwlwMA1pUM1NFOE5aMVZWVDRZVE1HMVFZWDgwRjVGOS4u

