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Introduction

Epibenthic animals play a crucial role in coastal ecosystems, yet their
diversity and abundance in Hong Kong remain largely understudied,
particularly in the southern waters where high turbidity complicates
scientific surveys. To bridge this knowledge gap, we conducted a
comprehensive study of epifauna in these areas, utilising diving surveys in
shallower waters and bottom trawling in deeper regions. Employing an
integrated taxonomy approach that combined morphological analysis with
DNA barcoding (utilising COI and 16S rRNA genes), we identified 254
confirmed species from a total of 6,962 collected individuals. This included
13 species of cnidarians, 75 species of crustaceans, 55 species of molluscs,
12 species of echinoderms, 3 species of annelids, 1 species of sponge, and
95 species of fish. We analysed their abundance and distribution and
evaluated the conservation statuses of these species. Additionally, we
generated 600 DNA barcodes, which will support future eDNA-based
biodiversity monitoring programmes. To promote public engagement, we
produced an e-leaflet on epibenthos for sharing on the Internet. We also
conducted a DNA Barcoding Workshop, providing participants with
knowledge and skills related to this molecular technique. Our findings
were presented at three scientific conferences, and we published three
articles in scientific journals, with two more manuscripts currently ir
progress. Overall, our study enhances the understanding of specie
=== genetic diversity, abundance, and conservation of epifauna in Hong
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Epieak i Sl A R4 FISH
BRI Z 5L R #ALE Myliobatiformes

Diversity of epifauna from #AI7} Gymnuridae: 1
southern Hong Kong waters RIIEL R Dasyatidae: 2 - 3

1. BHARHAL
Gymnura japonica

2. NIRHAR

Hemitrygon bennettii 3. 3E AN ET

Telatrygon zugei i &

A2. i8fZ2B Anguilliformes
’8#8%l Muraenesocidae: 4 iz #8%! Ophichthidae: 5

4. (k38

Muraenesox cinereus

5. RES IS -

Pisodonophis cancrivorus

e

A3. 2B Clupeiformes

JKiB8¥l Dorosomatidae: 6 - 7

X

- 7.76&E/ N T &
6. AR BER Sardinella hualiensis

Nematalosa japonica *scale bars = 1cm
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=pe-deaiiv G A R348 FISH
EEEIEVEZERRL A4 RIE#EE Acanthuriformes

Diversity of epifauna from &L 7 A Fl Siganidae: 1

- #2758l Leiognathidae: 2 - 3
rn Hong Kon r Ty €109 \
SOl GHG Kong WAKES Z#E26ER Drepaneidae: 4

A

2. SaptIatE
Nuchequula nuchalis

1. \BEFR
Siganus fuscescens

Ll 4. IR #EEERR
3. MR C bR Drepane punctata
Photopectoralis bindus

AS. 128 Carangiformes
f2%| Carangidae: 5 -6

5. BERMTHS
Trachurus japonicus

6. thEGEEES
Trachinotus blochii

A6. Hf B Centrarchiformes
R Hl Kyphosidae: 7 @3 Terapontidae: 8 - 9

W72

7. BEEL ' -
) 8. MU#R 5! &l 9. 1&Ax
Girella punctata Pelates quadrilineatus Terapon theraps

A7. 8RB Kurtiformes %*=## Apogonidae: 10 - 11

10. B2 RO K=4H /
Jaydia truncata e Mhg

11. FHAEE R = 6

Ostorhinchus fasciatus

*gcale bars = 1cm
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%—( 5% ﬁ 31:11[3 7K E’Q A. %iﬁ FISH (ERE incertae sedis)
EEEVEZEREY Ag E T4 E Eupercaria

Diversity of epifauna from [ tSXCllCileEI-au R s
4 AR Nemipteridae: 5 7DE&#l Sillaginidae: 17 - 18
soutnemn Fong Kong waters AERR Sciaenidae: 6 - 16  ##F Sparidae: 19 - 20

1. AL 2R 6E 2. i EEIR IR 3. ERERANER 4. CHIRE
Gerres erythrourus  Gerres filamentosus Gerres oyena Gerres septemfasciatus

5. HEREMRR 6. R EBAER 7. BRI R 8. EZENR
Nemipterus japonicus Dendrophysa russelii  Johnius belangerii Johnius borneensis

. :

9. EENEA 10. EEIUEhR 11. BRIl R 12. BIEETR
Johnius carouna Johnius taiwanensis Johnius trewavasae Nibea albiflora

Wit ..
. S G s ’
.

13. AT 5 fis 14 ZEKB&HRA 15. SRR 16. IEER AR
Otolithes ruber Pennahia aneus Pennahia argentata Pennahia pawak
17. M8 18. A& » 20. ATHEHE
Sillago asiatica Sillago japonica 19. K TRER Evynnis cardinalis
Acanthopagrus
pacificus *scale bars = 1cm
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Evolk v eca A. 238 FISH

IEECENEVIEZ =6 A9. 7 B Mugiliformes ## Mugilidae: 1
Diversity of epifauna from A10. igfiZ B Siluriformes s#2# Ariidae: 2

southern Hong Kong waters All. i5#28 Scombriformes
RE8®! Centrolophidae: 3

1. REESHM
Osteomugil cunnesius

3. RURHEE

Psenopsis anomala 4, chEEES e
2. bR N Monacanthus
Arius maculatus chinensis

Al2. fiifiz H Tetraodontiformes  #®t# Monacanthidae: 4

Mex it Rl Tetraodontidae: 5 - 7

5. G ST 6. SIS 4 7 HREEN
Lagocephalus wheeleri Takifugu bimaculatus Takifugu poecilonotus

Al3. i % B Aulopiformes  &ti&#® Synodontidae: 8 - 9

o
=
. A SiEoRe b A o \,\...-‘ 3
0 - pre s R > R S
i - “ L% i A
L by b N A
¢

- 9. B BT A
Saurida elongata Saurida undosquamis

Al4. BB Callionymiformes  @##i Callionymidae: 10 - 11

A

10. ERRELL 11, BEE%

Callionymus curvicornis Callionymus hindsii ., —

*gcale bars = 1cm
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EAEE/KE, PWEEERIN g
IEECENEVIEZ =R A15. @728 Perciformes

Diversity of epifauna from | daiiciesl] 22 B Uranoscopoidei
£ 31#| Epinephelidae: 1 - 2 REER Pinguipedidae: 5
southern Hong Kong waters EAEE:ES Hapalogenyidae: 3 - 4 BEEZ &% Uranoscopidae: 6

3. Bt AR
Hapalogenys analis

1. =S

Epinephelus awoara 2. FRIRAM AR
Epinephelus
fasciatomaculosus

6. &S Z7 58k 5. ARBI 2 0 4. BEEWAEN
Xenocephalus elongatus Parapercis ommatura Hapalogenys nigripinnis

fiica B Scorpaenoidei  ##@#l Platycephalidae: 7 - 10 Fffi#l Sebastidae: 13
FHim#l Synanceiidae: 11 - 12 A& #®l Triglidae: 14 - 16

7. B = 3 OAmEE

- Grammoplites scaber Inegocia japonica
10. ENEfE # o
Platycephalus indicus -

11 AmgErEss 12. i 248 5E 13. 186

Sebastiscus marmoratus

s

Minous pusillus Trachicephalus uranoscopus

14, FhisEEm ' 15, mEimm 16. & FECEifaE

Chelidonichthys spinosus Lepidotrigla alata Lepidotrigla kishinouyi

*scale bars = 1cm
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EEmEEKE PRWsEEEEEN G
IEEEIEVIEZ=AEd A16. fitZH Pleuronectiformes

Diversity of epifauna from f@F%l Bothidae: 1 - 2 =%l Pleuronectidae: 15
EHiEF Cynoglossidae: 3-10  ##l Soleidae: 16 - 19
F e Paralichthyidae: 11 - 14

southern Hong Kong waters

W R 2. KBISTERRT 3. EECE 4RSS
Arnoglossus Engyprosopon Cynoglossus joyneri Cynoglossus kopsii

tenuis grandisquama

) TR o S
T
AL R

5. RIHFER 6. KBS i3 7. DS
Cynoglossus lingua Cynoglossus macrolepidotus Cynoglossus oligolepis

?‘EEEEiﬁaa

8 BIHEEM 9. ¥BEH

Cynoglossus puncticeps Cynoglossus semilaevis

12. AFHIET 13 FSFB‘EH
Pseudorhombus arsius Pseudorhombus cinnamoneus

1138540

Paralichthys olivaceus

; e, : "' 7
TR . 16. 18 SHi B R
fl\gﬁm; 15. BAREE Aseraggodes kobensis
Pseudorhombus oligodon Pleur omchthys cornutus _ oZ22

19. #4068

17. 5048 18. 11588 Zebrias zebra
Solea ovata Zebrias quagga *gcale bars = 1cm
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ERcl I re=- 2 A %5 FISH

[ERENDZHBTE

Diversity of epifauna from
southern Hong Kong waters

1. ALBER
Trypauchen vagina

2. /”é'EfEES‘LMEiE’%%
Amblyotrypauchen arctocephalus

3¢im%ﬁﬁﬁ
Ctenotrypauchen chinensis

4. /N\EERILEE R
Paratrypauchen microcephalus

Al8. AR H Dactylopteriformes
AR Dactylopteridae: 9

9. EARAR
Dactyloptena
orientalis

A20. ¥s5EE Syngnathiformes

Al7. kR B Gobiiformes
fRE ARl Gobiidae: 1 -8

5. RFHmRRA
Acentrogobius caninus

Myersina filifer

NN

7. E?EEE;&E&EEB‘%%
Oxyurichthys papuensis

8. S F BIRR A
Parachaeturichthys polynema

Al9. B Lophiiformes

EZ&AAl Antennariidae: 10

10. #ER
Histrio histrio

’8%ER! Syngnathidae: 11

Acknowledgement:
Lantau Conservation Fund
(RE-2020-22)

1. £HEVY)ERE
Trach yrhamphus bicoarctatus
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B. Mt %8 CORALS

Diversity of epifauna from [EEEEEEISEEEEE

§ ‘ ) 7L AFL Acroporidae:1-2 £ FH#% Pavonidae: 11
southern Hong Kong waters E5 IR} Coscinaraeidae: 3 B EM#AF Plesiastreidae: 12
A% Dendrophyllidae: 4  FLH#%! Poritidae: 13 - 14
AR Merulinidae: 5 - 9 7DIf#A% Psammocoridae: 15
ZEMAT! Leptastreidae: 10 HEHAR Oulastreidae: 16

#§2EH Actiniaria $92ER Actiniidae: 17

Y

E——— 3. G I
1. BT, 38 2. =L ECoscinaraes sp. 4. Ehi5 DM
Acropora sp. Montipora sp. Duncanopsammia sp.

.....

5. RS0 6. 7RI 2 1 37 7 ﬁﬁﬂ 8. £ 4% A
Coelastrea sp. Cyphastrea sp. Dipsastraea sp. Favites sp.

12. [E £ 348
Plesiastrea sp.

10. ZEMH

11. 22 5
Platygyra sp. Leptastrea sp. Pavona sp.

14. 147 38 1S bmE

13. 1AECFL IR T
Bernardpora sp. Porites sp. Psammacora sp. 17. fBixgEE
Isactinia citrina
*scale bars = 1cm
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= aeataily S B. I 48 CORALS
IEECEEVIEZ - Akd B2. )\ FH#48 Octocorallia

verai i #FHHHIAE Scleralcyonacea
Diversity of eplfauna from /BE R Pennatulidae: 1 ZBHEH Virgulariidae: 4
southern Hong Kong waters =23 oAV S Ell P!
@it B Malacalcyonacea
TRl Nephtheidae: 5 H@NAEL Euplexauridae: 11

1. RS
pteroeides AR Acanthogorgiidae: 6 - 10
sparmannii \
" i 5. b2 &g
3. BIUSIAZE Scleronephthya
pustulosa

Cavernularia obesa

4 EEESE Lo

Virgularia gustaviana LS

2. 117868
Lituaria sp.

6. Rl S A0 244 8. AL A T34 -
Echmo;nuncea Menella 1 1OM%E§SEEH
P- rubescens o sp. (2)

¢
-
' \.\ .
o \ 7 =
7. B M AR AU 3R . MIEME A 11. E A
Guaiagorgia anas Menella & Euplexaura sp.
sp. (1) *scale bars = 1cm
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Eoieaiaiviec Al C. Bi55 58 CRUSTACEANS
IEEFEyER =2k C1. i%48 Shrimps
Diversity of epifauna from #8157 B Dendrobranchiata

southern Hong Kong waters jJepey SZ’;;:'Stgie: ¥ S#iFE Solenoceridae

7L SERRRNE 2. M5 R G

> DM — 4. IR
“Alcockpenaeopsis hungerfordii Batepenaeopsis tenella .

: Metapenaeopsis palmensis
Metapenaeopsis barbata P psis B

N
5. SEHETEE 6. TR 7. PEGHE 8. REHEE -
Metapenaeus affinis Metapenaeus ensis Metapenaeus intermedius Metapenaeus joyneri
i‘ ' s
A\ A" —' %
9. MAFHE ' 10. WEEKEE 11. HEREE —
Metapenaeus monoceros Mierspenaeopsis hardwickii Penaeus canaliculatus
13. RESHE -
12, BHHIR A 14. BISEER
Penaeus m::rguiensis Penaeus penicillatus Penaeus semisulcatus
15, EWETE 15. BXEE 17. hEEEE
Trachysalambria longipes Acetes japonicus Solenocera crassicornis
#15PEE B Pleocyemata
#iEF#l Alpheidae: 18 Pz Fl Lysmatidae: 19 EEEIEF Rhynchocinetidae: 20

18. HEHRENR 19. {EHUF BN —_— 20. FEEEE
Alpheus digitalis Lysmata vittata Rhynchocinetes brucei
*gcale bars = 1cm
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Eecik- v e= A C. 595558 CRUSTACEANS

IEECEEvIER RS C2. #5835 Crabs (1)

Diversity of epifauna from #E T H Brachyura
®BFEF Portunidae: 1 - 16

southern Hong Kong waters

Charybdis hellerii

1. 8518 us— 2. QI.HQ )
Charybdis bimaculata Charybdis feriata

4. BEES
Charybdis hongkongensis

4 5. BX8
Charybdis japonica

7. BRE L
Charybdis truncata

10. SEEEEWEE
Thalamita sima

11. @FRBTLE 12. FiamE © = '
Lupocycloporus gracilimanus Eodemus pseudohastatoides Eodemus unidens

14. BRBTE 15. IRHBTE - Portunus trituberculatus ™
Portunus pelagicus Portunus sanguinolentus

Acknowledgement:
Lantau Conservation Fund
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Ecich-ivie = C. 595538 CRUSTACEANS

EEFNE7EZEIED C3. B2 5E Crabs (2)
Diversity of epifauna from B F B Brachyura

RA/2%% Dorippidae: 1 -5 XER%#R Macrophthalmidae: 10
southern Hong KOHQ waters BE# Galenidae: 6 B> 2% Scalopidiidae: 11
F##} Xanthidae: 7 TAEFl Menippidae: 12
®WHREH Euryplacidae: 8 -9  #85EZEF Calappidae: 13

1. mEMAE F

3. %R FRE >

Dosrie auadrdens -— 7 S AN fi— Heikeopsis arachnoides

Dorippoides facchino

6. ShgpaE
Galene bispinosa

5. FArBRR A
Paradorippe granulata

0. HIERTEAE & —
Eucrate crenata

7. RELREBIAE
Demania scaberrima

>,

10. MIKEIRE

8. MK
Eucrate alcocki

Venitus latreillii

13. SEHIEREAEE

N = . ‘%\. Calappa philargius
' - N\

Menippe rumphii

11. PR
Scalopidia spinosipes — e

Acknowledgement:
Lantau Conservation Fund
(RE-2020-22)
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ek iy e= Al C. 55558 CRUSTACEANS

IEECENEVIEZ-3kd C4. %5 Crabs (3)
Diversity of epifauna from A E T~ H Brachyura

#EE%EF Epialtidae: 1 - 3 #F%F Parthenopidae: 10
southern Hong Kong waters F#H Leucosiidae: 4 - 9 #%R Dromiidae: 11

2. SaEHE
Hyastenus diacanthus
1. AR 3. MEBIEE "3
Doclea canalifera * . 4. MHEeE
Scyra quadridens Lyphira heterograna

5 tRIERE : 6. EE4E 7. BT EBE 8. GBI E®
Arcania heptacantha Hiplyra platycheir Myra celeris Seulocia vittata

RBELARE
9. £
Nursia plicata 10. HigRERER 11, BB TR%E

Enoplolambrus laciniatus Conchoecetes artificiosus

E%-FE Anomura Z%%Rl Porcellanidae: 12 - 14

|
14, BR/NER
Porcellanella picta

12, ZEHMRE ’E

Raphidopus ciliatus Pisizafﬁgiﬁg ns " a
scale bars = 1cm
Acknowledgement: — [ LanTAU
Lantau Conservation Fund LE'??J i S LI
(RE-2020-22) [ xsuseze




Eecik- v e= Al C. 55558 CRUSTACEANS

IEECENEVIEZERES C5 5815 Lobster « 2 /2% Hermit Crab -

SIEEIRuECHICIUCRIVUN i i 4% Mantis Shrimp - B2 Barnacle

southern HOHQ KOHQ waters #RE T B Achelata gE8E%l Palinuridae: 1

§Eﬁﬂﬂ Paguroidea EHEEF BT Diogenidae: 2 - 3
HE%8%# Paguridae: 4

OZ B Stomatopoda  sw# squillidae: 5 - 11
BEE5 B Balanomorpha m=# Balanidae: 12

o

2. THEETEE 3. BEEFEEFEE 4. EWFHFERE
Clibanarius infraspinatus Diogenes rectimanus Pagurus kulkarnii

1. tRiBAENR
Panulirus ornatus

5, BRGEIEEE

Anchisquilla fasciata 6. St ) g7 j Ve
Clorida decorata
7. WEIERS
= Harpiosquilla harpax
~ ﬂ(‘ plosq P
-,‘ ‘
\
[} “ .E
9. ATRILL O iR
Oratosquillina perpensa
11, BRFEF{EIO85RE

Oratosquillina interrupta

12, HIE{ERkE 10. ﬁﬂii

Striatobalanus amaryllis Oratosquilla oratoria
Acknowledgement: LANTAU
Lantau Conservation Fund [iF Ny VATION

(RE-2020-22) AELREES



otk = D. 28 A2 2) )38 MOLLUSCS

ERENVZSKTE
Diversity of epifauna from D1. 24 Cephalopoda,

southern Hong Kong waters i 248 Gastropoda (1)
B/ H Octopoda JSME Sepiida E/SME Sepiolida EAlRfWE Myopsida

EAF Octopodidae: 1 EBiiF Sepiidae: 2 ERME Sepiolidae: 3 k¥ Loliginidae: 4

4. BHPEHEBE
Loliolus sumatrensis

3. EREEEM
1. fReBEEE A 2. W B Euprymna berryi
Amphioctopus fangsiao Acanthosepion aculeatum
##% 8 Nudibranchia ga1E B Cephalaspidea
FigseE®Ff Arminidae: 5 % 5 ;B IEREl Polyceridae: 9 &A% Philinidae: 11

ZEHEE®E Chromodorididae: 6 - 8 EaiERE Unidentiidae: 10

6. B ST HER 7. thIEAFR AR
5. WEEE F iR miEm Chromodoris lineolata Goniobranchus sinensis
Armina babai

9. fEARIRBIE R

Gymnodoris inornata

10. ZEHMEHER

8. /N AfE IR Unidentia aliciae

Goniobranchus tumuliferus

11, LR AR
Philine paucipapillata

*scale bars = 1cm
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otk = D. 28 A2 2) )38 MOLLUSCS

EEZFIEVEZEIES > s = i@ Gastropoda (2)

Diversity of epifauna from [ S:=y=R= Neogastropoda

southern Hong Kong waters il L Bi#RF Muricidae: 6 - 10
#IRT Mitridae: 3 #BHR%E Nassariidae: 11 - 13

BEMIER Pseudomelatomidae: 4 - 5 #j#%F Terebridae: 14

FriERE 23 (I E) Caenogastropoda incertae sedis  si%# Turritellidae: 15

1. MEEREIR 2. HEHER 3. AR EHFIR 4. RS 5. EABER
Turricula javana Turricula nelliae Domiporta circula Cheungbeia mindanensis Ptychobela suturalis

6. EEFN IR 7. HEEBR 8. MiEHHIR 9, ®OIZHIR
Indothais javanica Indothais sacellum Reishia clavigera Reishia luteostoma

12. HEEWEBIR

Nassarius siquijorensis

1 Nassarius conoidalis
10. RBEIR |
Murex trapa

15, #afiR

Turritella bacillum

14. S EHHER
Duplicaria duplicata

13. BB =HEUR

Tritia reticulata

*scale bars = 1cm
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ik = D. 2852 2) )38 MOLLUSCS

EEFIEVERERED D3, 524 Gastropoda (3)

Diversity of epifauna from EZFiRE Littorinimorpha

- B¥E4RElL Bursidae: 1 - 2 /HR%l Calyptraeidae: 4 E#RFl Naticidae: 9
southern Hong Kong waters HURF Cypraeidae: 3  BR#R%l Ovulidae: 5- 8

ERE Trochida E#8% Tegulidae: 10 - 11 §&#8% Trochidae: 12 ##%% Turbinidae: 13 - 14
RIRAME Architectonicoidea  #ig# Architectonicidae: 15

V2. mtmig W 4. BABE R
Bufonaria rana Dulcerana granularis Mauritia arabica asiatica Desmaulus extinctorium
5. FEMMEER 6. FIELHER 7. RELBRR 8. BEAXHIR
Crenavolva leopardus Cuspivolva allynsmithi Cuspivolva cuspis Diminovula whitworthi

10. BAE®R 11. BAER
Tegula nigerrima Tegula rustica

9. BFLAER
Mammilla mammata

. V13 mmes
= 12, \ifssEeR *" Turbo bruneus

" Trochus histrio

15, BIREEREER

14. AI%R X
Architectonica maculata

Turbo cornutus

Acknowledgement: LANTAU
Lantau Conservation Fund td g AN
(RE-2020-22) XKIBLEEESR




ik = D. 2852 2) )38 MOLLUSCS

IEEFIEVER IR D4, 25340 Bivalvia
Diversity of epifauna from EFE& 48 B Anomalodesmata

southern Hong Kong waters WEAT L:‘:Iternulidae: 1
¥ H Arcida fS¥5H Cardiida

Wl#aFl Arcidae: 2 -5 Bia%l Cardiidae: 6 12857 Tellinidae: 7

1. BRWRES o e
Laternula anatina 2. FRFHE 3. EifSEa
Cucullaearca foliata

7. REmBaRe

Anadara globosa Anadara satowi Vepricg} ;;i'}!nif:?rfnatum Psammacoma candida
BEY5 B Venerida .
ﬁﬁﬁ Ostreida #t#§# Ostreidae: 10 - 11

4%l Ungulinidae: 8 #&%%l Veneridae: 9

T 10. ZREFEGHE 11. ZHIE
8. REfmE 9. REEEMkE Dendostrea sandvichensis Ostrea stentina

Joannisiella cumingii Placamen lamellatum

RAE B Mytilida ma# mytiidae: 12 FSEHE Pectinida ma# pectinidae: 13 - 14

1 ?
/
'
12 wERwR

Perna viridis 13, EREHARE
Mimachlamys crassicostata

Acknowledgement:
Lantau Conservation Fund
(RE-2020-22)

v 14. EEEWIER
Mimachlamys nobilis
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Epesaeats il S =l F. 5 57 519748 ECHINODERMS
Rk b/ 2Z - Akd S Echinoidea

_ _ _ BT Diadematidae: 1 ZIkhish&Ft Temnopleuridae: 3 - 5
Diversity of epifauna from E3mi#% Echinometridae: 2

southern Hong Kong waters g RalelleliglVI{el(e[F:

#2% Holothuriidae: 6 #2% Synaptidae: 10
ﬁgm Asteroidea M#% Cucumariidae: 7 - 9
WEER Luidiidae: 11 i E#M Ophiuroidea s ophiotrichidae: 12

1. PIEEmE 2. [ERIER M 3. BEEEME
Diadema setosum Heliocidaris crassispina Salmacis bicolor

5. BELHhER 6. KEER®
Temnopleurus reevesii Holothuria leucospilota

7. FREFe 8. BREAME

; ; Leptopentacta imbricata 9. ¥aEF8
Colochirus quadrangularis Pseudocolochirus violaceus

10. SEEPISHE o~ 11, HEHEE On 12. FRNERE
Protankyra bidentata Luidia maculata T - Ophio.thela mirabilis

*scale bars = 1cm
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